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hurricane-like over the Czech nation in the days of the crisis and
since then, when hardly a day passes but they are " compassed '*
with fresh potions of " gall and travail" There seems no end to
the humiliations that they must daily swallow. Is it any wonder
that so many of them have become dismayed and brutalized and
deep in their hearts hate not only the Germans, but the French,
the English, the Jews, democracy, humanitarianism, the "pro-
fessors " and ail that in the pre-Munich days the Republic had
espoused and emulated? " My father wanted me to be a democrat
and a gentleman, but * . . I want to make of myself a Fascist and
a barbarian/' It was Munich and all that followed which had
brutalized, though perhaps only temporarily, not only the tongue
but the mind and the heart of this young Czech and of many of
his countrymen.

** Our immediate policy," says one leading Czech general, " must
be based upon this reality, German diplomacy has succeeded in
completely paralyzing our military strength. Let us make no
illusion about that. Therefore, regardless of whether or not we
wish it, our policy must be grounded in a good relationship with
Germany, which we should long ago have done hadn't the noble
West threatened us with a dissolution of our alliances. We don't
reproach ourselves. We are going to learn: we are going to re-
member: we shall act accordingly; only no prayers, no wailing,
no forensics* Time will come when Europe will hear from us
again* Meantime, let us take Germany as an example of what in
twenty years since 1918, since her terrible humiliation, she has
been able to accomplish," Note the spirit of the man, one of
Czechoslovakia's leading military minds: "no prayers, no wail-
ing, no forensics," only action and more action and still more
action and ** Germany as an example "!

No wonder, also, that on the and of December the Vcn\ov> the
leading organ of the Agrarian party, which since the crisis has
become the ruling party in the country, printed the following:

" As 41 result of our new frontiers the Czechs will be able to
dispose of more goods to Germany than to Slovakia. We must
join the Central European economic bloc which is under Ger-
many's preponderant influence. In re-establishing our industries